
Current Problems with Health Care in the
United States:
What is all the fuss about?

 Diminishing Access to Health Care
o 47 million Americans without health insurance (15% of population)

 25% of uninsured are children (nearly 12 million children)
o Over 18,000 Americans die each year because they lack health insurance.
o Discrimination in Health Care Coverage - Percentage without insurance

 32.7% Hispanic Americans
 19.7% African Americans
 16.8% Asian Americans
 11.3% Caucasian Americans



 Rising Cost of Health Care
o Health care spending is currently over 15% of GDP
o The U.S. spends over twice the amount per capita on health care compared with

all other industrialized nations.

 The U.S. Health Care System Wastes Money
o Approximately 1/3 of health care dollars are spent on insurance paperwork,

bureaucracy and administration and not directly on patient care.
o Private Insurers have much higher overhead costs compared with public

programs
o HMO CEO Compensation consumes millions of health care dollars annually





 Medical Bills Cause Financial Hardship
o Medical Bills are the #1 cause of personal bankruptcy and over 70% of

bankruptcy filers had some form of health insurance.
o 25% of people surveyed in 2006 said they had problems paying medical

bills.
o Nearly 40% of the terminally ill report financial hardship and suffering at

the end of their life.



 Suboptimal Quality of Health Care is Delivered
o The health care system of the United States is ranked 37th in the world by

the WHO (World Health Organization)
o The infant and maternal mortality is higher and the life expectancy is

lower in the U.S. as compare with other industrialized countries.
o Overcrowding in Emergency and Urgent Care situations
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 Even Those With Health Insurance Are At Risk
o Since health insurance is linked with employment, it only takes one

debilitating illness or injury that could lead to the loss of a job and thus
loss of insurance.



 Health Care Industry is Profitable despite poor health
care markers, diminished access to care and financial
hardships of general public





 Current System is Confusing for Patients
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